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Important Insurance Notice

SPECIAL OPT-OUT
OPEN ENROLLMENT PERIOD
SEPTEMBER 1-30, 2002

ATTENTION: State of Illinois full-time
employees, retirees and survivors, you may
now elect NOT to participate in the health/
dental/vision coverage of the State of Illinois
Group Insurance Program. Deadline for the
special opt-out open enrollment period is

September 30, 2002.

No other benefit changes
may be made at this time!

If you DO NOT want to
terminate your health/
dental/vision insurance,
you do not have to do
anything.

If you DO wish to opt
out of your coverage,
please contact the Insur-
ance Section of the State
Employees’ Retirement
System at 217-785-7150 or
312-814-5853 and the
necessary application form
and instructions will be
mailed to you. The TTD
number is 217-785-7218.

What is the special opt-out?

For the first time, any member eligible
for and/or enrolled in the State of Illi-
nois Group Insurance Program may
elect not to participate in the Program
if they have proof of other comprehen-
sive health coverage.

Members who opt-out will no longer
be enrolled in the health/dental/vision
coverage through the Department of
Central Management Services (CMS).

This opt-out election is completely
voluntary, and there is no financial in-
centives or considerations available to
those who decide to opt-out.

Who is eligible for the opt-out?
State of Illinois full-time employees,
retirees, and survivors may elect to
opt-out of the health/dental/vision
coverage.

Proof of enrollment in another
health plan--either comprehensive ma-
jor medical or comprehensive managed
care--other than the plans adminis-
tered by CMS (including the Local Gov-
ernment Health Plan, Teachers’ Retire-
ment Insurance Program, or College
Insurance Program) is required.

However, the Group Insurance Act
prohibits state employees or retirees
from declining their own coverage to
become a dependent of another state
employee or retiree.

When does opt-out take effect?

The earliest termination date will be
December 1, 2002 if proper docu-
mentation has been submitted by the
member and approved by the Depart-
ment of Central Management Services
(CMS).

What other times can a member opt-
out of the health/dental/vision
program?

After the special open enrollment
period of September, 2002, members
may opt out of health, dental, vision
coverage only during the Benefit
Choice Enrollment Period (held in May
of each year) or within 60 days of a
qualified change in family status.

If a member elects to opt-out and
then reenrolls in the group insurance
program at a later date, what is the
impact?

If a member chooses to reenroll

in the CMS administered health plans,
the individual has to provide a certif-
icate of creditable coverage from a
previous insurance carrier indicating
there was not a break in coverage of
more than 63 days, or pre-existing
limitations would apply.
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Circle the 2003 MRR Workshop That You Would Like to Attend.

Permit No. 662

As Americans live longer, you
can expect to live more years
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Are You Bringing a Guest?
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